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Chris Urmson is an assistant research professor at Carnegie Mellon University and a member of 
the technical staff at Google.  He was the Director of Technology for Tartan Racing at Carnegie 
Mellon University, helping the team to win the 2007 DARPA Urban Challenge.  Chris has  also 
worked as a robotics research scientist with SAIC.  Chris has developed numerous robotic 
navigation architectures and software systems currently in use by Carnegie Mellon University, 
NASA JPL and NASA Ames.  He has made significant contributions to the development of over a 
half dozen robots, with an emphasis on software development and system integration.  He 
earned his PhD in 2005 from Carnegie Mellon University and his B.Sc. in Computer Engineering 
from the University of Manitoba in 1998.  Chris has earned a variety of corporate and academic 
awards including being named a Siebel Scholar, and receiving technology innovation awards 
from Boeing Phantom Works and SAIC. 
 


